
 
Mission  
 
Our Military Kids, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t organization that provides grants to school-age 
children (K-12) of deployed and severely injured National Guard and Reserve personnel to cover their 
fees for tutoring, athletic, or fine arts programs.  Such grants allow these children to participate in a range 
of activities that might otherwise be unavailable to them because of economic hardships resulting from 
their parentsÕ deployment or injury, or because they live too far from a military installation to avail 
themselves of the opportunities available there.  Since 2005, grants from Our Military Kids have 
enabled nearly 2,000 children of Guardsmen and Reservists in 50 states, Puerto Rico and the 
District of Columbia to participate in sports, tutoring, and fine arts programs. 
 
Population Served 
 
Currently, there are more than 70,000 school-age children, ages 5 to 18 years of age, directly affected by 
the deployment of Guard or Reserve parents to serve in the war on terrorism .  The program is offered to 
all children of deployed and severely injured National Guard or Reserve military personnel. 
 
Goals/Outcomes 
 

• Help children and families of deployed and injured Guardsmen and Reservists maintain as 
normal a life as possible. 

o The loss of the daily presence of a parent in the home is a huge stress. The worry about 
the deployed parent's safety and the disappointment that the missing parent cannot 
participate in family/school activities is signifi cant. 

o Art, music, and drama are wonderful outlets for a creative mind.  Kids can lose 
themselves in the creative process, giving themselves a respite from their daily routine 
and stressful family concerns.  

o For the sports-minded child, group sports are a wonderful way to balance the mind and 
spirit and often help a child through diffi cult times and situational stress.   

• Provide assistance so children can more easily cope with the challenges and diffi culties 
surrounding a severely injured parent. 

• Recognize children of service members for the personal sacrifi ces they have made, and 
acknowledge them with a congratulatory letter, Our Military Kids certifi cate, and patch.   

• Raise awareness in communities around the nation by raising additional grant moneys through 
donations from local businesses.      

• Acknowledge the sacrifi ces that individual family members are called to make by providing the 
Reserve and Guard military families support and recognition.  

 
A Proven Success 
 

• Family surveys credit the Our Mi litary Kids program with being easy to access and 
invaluable because it recognized their kids and made them feel important.  Often times, 
it was the only support service to touch their children during the entire deployment.   

• Since April 2005, Our Mi litary Kids has raised over $1 million in private sector 
contributions and provided nearly 2,000 grants to children of deployed service members 
from every branch of the military living in 50 states, Puerto Rico and the District of 
Columbia. 
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